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try, and had given to the Savages so bad an impres-
sion of the morals of the French. At first, some felt
annoyed that we did not join in the feast, and were
offended,—saying to us that our action prevented
them from boasting, as they had hoped, to strange
Tribes that they were relations of the French; and
they were afraid they would say that the friendship
was only in appearance, since we had not allowed the
bones of our Frenchmen to mingle with theirs. Af-
terward, however, when they had heard all our rea-
sons, they thought we had acted prudently, and that
it was the true way to maintain friendship with both
parties.

Shall I finish the present letter with this funeral
ceremony? Yes, since it is a very clear token of the
hope of a future life that nature herself seems to fur-
nish us in the minds of these Tribes, as a most fitting
means to get them to taste the promises of Jesus
Christ. TIs there not reason to hope that they will do
so, [219] and as soon as possible? Of a truth, I dare
indeed affirm that, judging from present appearances,
we have grounds for strengthening our courage, and
saying about our Hurons what saint Paul wrote to
the Philippians, Confidens hoc ipsum, quia qui capit in
vobis opus bonum, perficiet usque in diem Christi Jesu.
These poor people open their ears to what we say to
them about the Kingdom of Heaven; they find it
very reasonable, and dare not contradict it; they fear
the judgments of God in a future life; they are be-
ginning to have recourse with us to his goodness in
their necessities, and Our Lord seems to favor them,
at times, with some special assistance. They pro;
cure Baptism for those whom they see in danger of
death; they give us their children to be instructed,



